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Apprenticeships help bridge skills gap

OLD-fashioned notions of
apprenticeships could
be preventing Fylde
businesses from securing
the workforce they need to
in order to respond to the
challenging economic
climate and emerge
competitively from the
downturn.

That’s the concern of the
National Apprenticeship
Service, which claims some
people still think
apprenticeships are only
available in more
traditional trades, when
there are actually more
than 190 apprenticeships
available in 80 different
industries,
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It comes as The Gazette
and Beneast’s Future Gen-
erations campaign, which
aims to get 100 young peo-
ple aged 16 to 18 into
schemes in 100 days, gath-
ers pace.

Sue Price, (pictured) re-
gional director at the Na-
tional Apprenticeship Ser-
vice, who was at the launch
of the campaign at a glit-
tering lunch at the De Vere
Hotel, hosted by football
legend Sir Geoff Hurst in
Blackpool last week, said:
“Some  people only

associate apprenticeships
with blue collar jobs and

the perception that
apprenticeships only
prepare you for a trade is
an outdated notion.

“In fact, apprenticeships
are used to train people in a
wide range of occupations,
from traditional skills like
joinery through to 21st
century careers like devel-
oping IT systems and com-
munication technologies.”

Wage
Apprenticeships com-
bine training with working
and earning a wage, and
the National Apprentice-

ship Service is working to
reinforce the importance

of Apprenticeships in
bridging the skills gaps and
helping employers to main-
tain a skilled workforce in
order to meet the needs of
ever-evolving industries.
Sue Price added: “Many
people are surprised by the
scope of Apprenticeships,
and I think it’s time to
highlight how important
apprentices are to a huge
range of businesses and
how they have an impact
on our daily lives through
their contributions to the
workplace.”
B For more details on
Future Generations, log on
to the website www.black-

poolgazette.co.uk or call
on

Beneast Training

H Desperate for skilled
workers — See our Jobs
Plus section, starting
on page 41

Rapidly expanding Blackpool company hailed masswe SUCCESS

Idea opens
door to big

iefing
Children earning
up to £1,000 ayear

NEARLY one in 10 chil-
dren is earning almost
£1,000 a year through
formal and informal
jobs, research showed
today:

Around nine per cent
of children have a part-
time job to earn extra
money, bringing in an
average of £17.93 a
week, or £932.36 a year,
according to Halifax.

Children are most

Garages Tip
off’ motorists

ALMOST half of mo-
torists feel they have
been “ripped off” by
garages, especially
younger drivers, ac-
cording to a new study.

A survey of over 1,000
adults by consumer
group Motor Codes
showed one in four of
those who felt short
changed believe they
had been over-charged
by up to £150.

likely to earn their extra
cash through a paper
round at 43 per cent,
while 18 per cent work
inashop and 16 per cent
wash cars.

But 62 per cent of chil-
dren aged between eight
and 15 also get money
from their parents for
doing jobs around the
house, such as tidying
their bedroom, cleaning
and washing up.

Car plant
to close

MANUFACTURER
Bosch is pressing ahead
with plans to close a car
parts factory in Britain
that employs 900 people.
The company said its
board agreed to close the
plant near Cardiff, by the
middle of 2011.
Consultation on phas-
ing out production will
continue with the plant
council, unions and the
plant management.

H If you have a business story, contact Nick Hyde, PO
Box 20, Avroe House, Avroe Crescent, Blackpool

Business Park, Blackpool FY4 2DP. Ring (01253) 400888,
ext 2233 or e-mail nick.hyde @blackpoolgazette.co.uk
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